


 

Drive Electric TN (DET) is a statewide, inclusive initiative that is administered by the 
Nonprofit  East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition (ETCleanFuels). 
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Drive Electric Website and Social Media Links 
✓ Twitter/X:  http://twitter.com/DriveElectricTN 
✓ Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/DriveElectricTN/   
✓ Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/driveelectrictn/?hl=en   
✓ DET Website:  https://www.driveelectrictn.org   

 

Social Media Data Source:  Marisa Higgins, ETCleanFuels Social Media Coordinator 
 

Drive Electric TN License Plate:  Link to start the process of ordering a personalized Drive Electric plate:  
https://personalizedplates.revenue.tn.gov/#/  
 

Photo Credits 
✓ Cover Photo taken by Susan Goodwin at the EVs in the Smokies Event 
✓ DET chapter event pictures taken by Jonathan Overly, Victor Sherwood, and Justin Davidson. 
✓ p. 4 – Photo of Shelby County Roads & Bridges Dept. Lion 6 electric truck courtesy of that department. 
✓ p. 6 – Market share growth graph from Atlas EV Hub.1  
✓ p. 7 – Table with Manufacturing Data from Southern Alliance for Clean Energy2 (SACE) 
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Introduction   01 

 
Drive Electric TN (DET) serves a diverse group of stakeholders, including citizens, electric utilities, state agencies, cities, 
universities, electric vehicle manufacturers, members, and businesses. DET works with these stakeholders to hasten the 
transition to an electrified transportation sector across the state because electric vehicles (EVs) bring cleaner 
transportation to our beautiful state and reduce the ground-level, in-community human health impacts that are 
associated with internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles. 

 

 

From the Coordinator… 
 

I am so excited that I had the opportunity to join this team in 
October of 2023! I have been learning so much about the 
incredible work Drive Electric TN is doing to encourage EV adoption 
and build awareness across the state. 
 
I would like to thank the DET Executive Committee, DET Chapter 
across the state and the work of all those who oversaw 
programming for Drive Electric TN this year. I am excited to move 
into the new year and grow in this role as DET Program 
Coordinator! 

        
Cheers, 
 

Alex Strong | DriveElectricTN Coordinator 
865-974-1880 | alex@driveelectrictn.org 

 
 
 
Program Mission & Goals 
 
Advocacy: Promote the fact that driving electric is a superior way to meet transportation needs. Work to increase the 
amount of recharging infrastructure and reduce other factors that lead to resistance to driving electric. 
 
Accuracy: The highest priority is to provide accurate information about driving electric to dispel myths. 
 
Adoption: Help the public transition from EV curious to EV ownership. 
 

As an electric transportation leader in the southeast, Drive Electric Tennessee collaboratively pursues initiatives that will 
significantly increase EV adoption from 5,000 electric vehicles in 2019 to 200,000 EVs by 2028. 
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MARK FINLAY 
Energy Analyst,  
TDEC OEP 

 
 

 
Executive Committee 02 

 
Drive Electric TN's Executive Committee is responsible for the overall direction and vision of the initiatives, 
including but not limited to the project and program work undertaken by its working groups, chapters, 
administrators, and any members working on behalf of DET. The Executive Committee meets quarterly to 
review all aspects of initiative work. The Committee strives to reflect the geographical, economic, and cultural 
diversity of Tennessee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DREW FRYE 
Manager, Electric Vehicles, 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
 
 
        LANCE IRWIN 

VP, Partnership & Project       
Development, Seven States 
Power Corporation 

   JONATHAN OVERLY 
 Chief Executive Officer, 
 ETCleanFuels, & Administrator,      
 Drive Electric TN 

              DANNIEL SIKSAY 
 Chief of Staff,  
 ETCleanFuels 

 
 RYAN STANTON 
 Senior Project Manager,  
 EV Evolution,  
 Tennessee Valley Authority 
 

 
           ALEXA VOYTEK 

 Deputy Director, 
ALEX STRONG       TDEC OEP 
 Coordinator,  
 Drive Electric TN  

 
 

MOLLY CRIPPS 
Director, Tennessee Department 
of Environmental & Conservation,  
Office of Energy Programs 
(TDEC OEP) 
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Infrastructure 
This group collaborates with key stakeholders to develop and implement innovative 
charging solutions that accelerate electric vehicle adoption across Tennessee. Project foci 
this year included: 
✓ Multi-family charging 
✓ Community charger planning tool 
✓ Workplace charging outreach through EMPOWER 

 
 

Awareness 
This group works to spread awareness about the benefits of electric vehicles and 
electrification of transport. Project examples include: 
✓ DET Visibility campaign 
✓ Produced preferred EV dealership program 
✓ Social Media Outreach  
✓ DET license plate numbers 

 
 

Policies & Programs 
This group collaborates to shape policies and implement programs that accelerate the 
adoption of electric vehicles. 
✓ Local government EV Action Plan 
✓ Workplace charging guide 

 

 
 

2023 Projects 
 
A valued aspect of Drive Electric Tennessee 
are the three Working Groups:  
✓ Infrastructure  
✓ Awareness 
✓ Policies & Programs 

 
Each of these groups are run by stakeholder 
leaders and were established to help reach 
DET’s primary goal of 200,000 EVs driving on 
Tennessee roads by 2028. 
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Drive Electric TN provides awareness,  
education, direct assistance, and even 
funding to spur the adoption of 
medium-duty (MD) and heavy-duty (HD) 
vehicles by Tennessee fleets. Here are some 
significant examples of EV fleet acquisitions 
from across the state. 
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In 2023 (and for several years before that), 
DET and many hard-working partners across 
the state (including TN-based bus dealers!) 
helped school districts from one corner of 
Tennessee to the other apply for the 
national EPA “Clean School Bus” funding. 
Part of that work was tackled by “TN-BEEP,” 
a partnership between TVA, the East and 
Middle-West TN Clean Fuels Coalitions, 
TDEC-OEP, and others to help provide more 
information, connections, and guidance to districts. From that work, TN is realizing substantial growth in the electric 
school bus arena. Click on the image to see a larger version. 

 

The Shelby County Roads & Bridges Department acquired a 
Lion 6 for the tire management part of its work fleet. 

 
 

The Upper Cumberland Human Resource Agency 
acquired the first all-electric shuttle bus in TN. 

 
 

DET got to meet officials at American Snuff in Clarksville 
that purchased three Orange EV terminal tractors. 
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Chapters Development & Highlights 05 
 

Drive Electric Tennessee chapters are vital to reaching our goal of having 200,000 EVs on Tennessee 
roads. The work of these very important local stakeholders who participate in and organize these 
chapters provides outreach and education to area citizens and businesses in communities across the 
state. 

 
Current, Fully Functional Chapters across Tennessee 

✓ Drive Electric Appalachian Highlands (Tri-Cities area) 
✓ Drive Electric Scenic City (Chattanooga) 
✓ Knoxville Electric Vehicle Association (Knoxville) 
✓ Drive Electric Nashville 
✓ EV Car Club (Murfreesboro) 

 

Chapters in Development 

✓ Drive Electric Upper Cumberland (Cookeville) 
✓ Drive Electric Memphis Chapter  
✓ Drive Electric Greater Clarksville 
✓ Upper West TN Chapter (early stages) 
✓ Drive Electric Jackson (early stages) 
✓ Central Southern TN Chapter 

(early stages) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
      

 
Over 1,150 Rides and Drives 

provided at 24 events 
 

 
Chapter 

Highlights, 
2023 

6,346 Tennesseans directly 
reached at events 

 

486 plug-in electric vehicles 
showcased at events 



 

Electric Vehicle Adoption: Stories 06 
 
As part of DET’s education and outreach work, DriveElectricTN Chapters sent in stories about people 
who purchased an electric vehicle after attending a chapter event. A few of those stories are highlighted 
below. 
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“During the August 2023 Cars and Coffee event 
at West Town Mall (which KEVA always 
participates in), we know for a fact that a 
Cadillac Lyriq was sold that day based on 
someone checking it out in our exhibit. It was a 
person who drives limos that was looking for a 
high-class, all-electric vehicle to serve as a limo 
in the area. We had a dealer join us and he 
brought out a snazzy black on black Lyriq. The 
guy was sold on it and set up an appointment 
to buy it the next day.” 
  Eric Cardwell, President 
  Knoxville EV Association (KEVA) 

“The Drive Electric Nashville chapter had a 
Centennial Park Conservancy employee 
purchase a VW ID.4 after the chapter co-
chairs began meeting with her about 
Nashville Earth Day. The chapter also had 
EVs become a big part of the Earth Day 
festival with the help of the Conservancy 
employee!” 
  Justin Davidson, Co-chair 
  Drive Electric Nashville 



Electric Vehicle Adoption: Stats 07 

The primary mission of Drive Electric Tennessee is to increase the number of electric vehicles to 200,000 by 2028. 
There has been a rise in electric vehicle adoption since 2017, when less than 5,000 EVs were on the road. As of Q3 
2023, there are 34,047 electric vehicles registered in Tennessee1.              
1Atlas EV Hub 

 

Atlas EV Hub* 

Drive Electric TN License Plate 

The DET license plate launched in 2023 with a 
starting number of 1,100 plates. In the first six 
months, over 500 plates were sold!  

Ask your county clerk for information if you 
are interested in purchasing a numbered 
license plate, or for a personalized one, go 
here and see what is available! 

 

 

EV Sales First Half of 2023 
 
As illustrated in this graph2, light 
duty EV sales continued to increase 
over the course of 2023 in the 
Southeast. In Tennessee, US EV 
light-duty vehicle market share was 
between 3-5% across the first three 
quarters of 2023. 
 

2Atlas EV Hub 

 
EV Manufacturing Jobs 

This table3 shows announced EV manufacturing 
Jobs (including EV assembly, battery 
manufacturing, recycling, and charging). 
Tennessee had 12,719 new EV manufacturing 
jobs announced in the first half of this year, the 
second highest in the Southeast. 

3 Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
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Digital Education 08 
  
Drive Electric TN experienced growth across all our digital media platforms in 2023. Monthly, DET’s website and our 
social media community provided opportunities to learn about electric vehicles, associated incentives, and connected EV 
drivers and the EV curious across Tennessee. 2023 has been an excellent year for DET digital media, and we plan to 
continue growing our digital footprint to ensure our program stays a valued resource to our citizens. All of the below 
numbers are for calendar year 2023 or are as of the end of the year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

1,400 members in the  
Drive Electric TN  
Facebook Group 

DET Website Page Views: 
59,788 

 

DET Email 
Newsletter Subscribers: 

2,013 

Total Social Media 
Impressions / Engagements: 

17,497 / 4,776 

Total Media Impressions 
including DET Website:  

77,285 
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Drive Electric TN appreciates the support of our members (below), sponsors, and participants across the state.  
Thank you for your time and energy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Related Projects 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Contact 

Drive Electric Tennessee 
 

Institute for a Secure and Sustainable Environment 

311 Conference Center Building Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 974-1800 
info@driveelectrictn.org 

www.DriveElectricTN.org 

 @driveelectrictn 
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