
DET Policies and Programs Quarterly Meeting, February 3rd, 2025 

EV Registrations: 

 

- As of September 30th, 2024, there were 45,352 EV registered in Tennessee. 35,081 of those 
were BEVs and 10,271 were PHEVs.  

Fast Charge TN Network Updates: 

- Round two NOI is expected to be released in the next week. This round two of funding, 
provided by both TDEC and TVA, will fund approximately 15 remaining infrastructure gaps in 
Tennessee. This round will be open to both public and private entities whereas round 1 was 
only LPCs.  

DET Roadmap Refresh: 

- TDEC, TVA, and NASEO partnered to host the Tennessee Freight Electrification Planning 
Workshop on January 23rd. Attendees across many different sectors participated in this day-
long event and provided insights that can help inform the Roadmap Refresh. 

DET Momentum Summit – Tuesday, June 24th, 2025, at Middle Tennessee State University 

- Registration is now open – DET members can reach out to Alex Strong for their free ticket 
code 

- https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-drive-electric-tn-momentum-summit-tickets-
980054618747?aff=oddtdtcreator  

TennSMART: Tennessee Smart Mobility Expo – Wednesday, April 2nd – Thursday April 3rd, 2025, at 
the Music City Center in Nashville, TN 

- Registration is now open https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-tennessee-smart-mobility-
expo-tickets-1096447767789  
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TDEC Funding Opportunity Announcements: 

- The Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicle Grant Program will likely be released early next year 
with ~$19 million available in funding for vehicle replacements for 2009 EMY or older diesel 
class 4-8 vehicles with new alternative fuel vehicles.  

o Funding will cover 50-90% of project costs including EV infrastructure. 
- Multifamily Housing Level 2 Rebate to be released by the end of this calendar year. 

$650,000 available in funding to offer rebates to multifamily housing development owners 
to install Level 2 chargers for residents. 

o Funding will cover $2-$4k per plug, up to 60% of project costs. 
o RMI to provide technical assistance to Metro Nashville to build out a multifamily 

development EV siting and access guidance document.   
o https://www.driveelectrictn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/DET-Multifamily-EV-

Infra-Guide-FINAL.pdf  

Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grants: 

- Metro Nashville (Round 1B - Community) Electrifying Music City  
o $4.86 Million to fund replacement or addition of Level 2 and DCFC fast chargers at 

34 locations across the county.  
o Awaiting final contract from FHWA. On hold due to Unleashing American Energy 

EO. 
- TDEC OEP (Round 2 - Corridor) 

o $35.5 Million to fund two freight charging depots along I-24 near the I-40 and I-65 
convergences. Partnering with Prologis to build these depots on their properties 
north and south of Nashville.  

o Unleashing American Energy EO specifically called out CFI funding. TDEC OEP is 
continuing to proceed with what work they are able to complete until otherwise 
notified.  

Charging Smart Program 

- This program provides no-cost technical assistance to help municipalities set and achieve 
policies that facilitate the expansion of EVs and charging infrastructure in their community. 
Local governments that achieve metrics laid out in Charging Smart are awarded Bronze, 
Silver, or Gold designation, a public recognition of their status as an EV friendly community. 
Go to https://irecusa.org/programs/charging-smart/  

- 2/4 Introduction to Charging Smart Webinar 
o Learn about a new program to meet your EV readiness goals! On February 4 at 2 

p.m. ET, join us for a free Introduction to Charging Smart webinar. This session dives 
into what the program is and how it can help local governments achieve their EV 
readiness goals. The webinar will offer remarks from program staff at the Great 
Plains Institute (GPI), IREC, and community spotlights and remarks from a local 
government official from a Charging Smart Silver-designated community. Register 
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here: https://irecusa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fM_9YCjCRr6rjT3h-YH-
RQ#/registration  

 

Recent Executive Orders, Memos, and Corresponding Agency Responses 

Unleashing American Energy: 

- Pauses the disbursement of funds appropriated through the Inflation Reduction Act and the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act “…including but not limited to funds for electric 
vehicle charging stations made available through the National Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Formula Program and the Charging and Fueling Discretionary Grant 
Program…” as each agency reviews their processes, policies, and programs for issuing 
grants, loans, contracts, or any other financial disbursements of such appropriated funds.  

o  Each agency has 90 days to submit a report to the National Economic Council 
(NEC) and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) including recommendations 
to enhance their alignment with the policy  

o Repetitively refers to the “Green New Deal” which was never passed – unclear 
what their intent is with this.  

OMB Memo “Temporary Pause of Agency Grant, Loan, and Other Financial Assistance 
Programs”  

- Was supposed to go into effect on Tuesday, January 28th at 5 PM EST, but an eleventh-hour 
court ruling postponed the temporary freeze.  

- Was officially rescinded Wednesday, January 29th although White House Press Secretary 
Karoline Leavitt stated during her press conference that this was NOT a recession of the 
federal funding freezes only a recession of the OMB memo 

DOE guidance: 

- Ordered the suspension of the following activities in any loans, loan guarantees, grants, 
cost sharing agreements, contracts, contract awards, or any other source of DOE funding: 

• diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) programs and activities involving or relating to 
DEI objectives and principles; and  

• Community Benefits Plans (CBP); and  
• Justice40 requirements, conditions, or principles.  

Around the Room: Participant Updates 

- TVA to update on factoring EV uptake and adoption into the Integrated Resource Plan? 

 

Our next meeting is Monday, May 5th from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM CT 
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